CONVERSATIONS  OF  NAPOLEON
''Would to God/' he says, "that the King and the princes had remained (in March, 1815). The troops would have come over to me: the King and the princes would have been massacred; and so Louis XVIIL would not be on the throne/'' Sometimes in his wrath he flies out against France herself: "She has been violated, she is henceforth only a cowardly, dishonored country. She has only had her deserts, for instead of rallying to me, she deserted me."
He talks freely of his family. And it is perhaps his frankness in this respect that chiefly distinguishes him from a sovereign born in the purple. No one can conceive the contemporary emperors, Alexander or Francis, conversing with their suites on the most intimate family matters. One might almost say that this is the note of distinction between the legitimate and the parvenu sovereign. At any rate, the Empress Catherine, who was born remote from the prospect of a throne, had this surprising candor.
His family was, he says, among the first in Corsica, and he had still a great number of cousins in the island. He reckons them, indeed, at eighty. He was sure that a number of these were among the band of Corsicans who followed Murat in his mad and fatal attempt at Pizzo; though as a matter of fact the clan Bonaparte in Corsica would have nothing to do with Murat or his expedition. But he did not care to be considered a Corsican at all. In the first place, he was French: " I was born in 1769, when Corsica had been united to France "; though his enemies accused him of having exchanged birthdays with Joseph, who was born in 1768, and so before the union, A tactless mayor of Lyons, under this
199ou ought not to have allowed
